[Type text]


Baseline Middle School

Music Department Handbook
2010 – 2011
Sheryl A. Kaptur,  Director of Bands
Jessica Fiedorowicz,  Director of Orchestras

Kelly M. Willard,  Director of Choirs

Dear Music Parents and Students,

Welcome to the South Haven Public Schools Music program.  By choosing to be in our program, you are an integral part of one of the finest music programs in the state of Michigan. South Haven Public Schools has, over the years, established a reputation of having a music program that represents a standard of excellence.  These standards of pride, conduct and pursuit of excellence are recognized throughout the state.

Maintaining this respect and reputation is not an easy task, nor one to be taken lightly.  Discipline, practice and hard work go hand in hand.  Each individual is expected to give his or her very best in every way.  

When a student makes the choice to enter the music program, both the student and the parents pledge full support and acceptance of the performance commitments and guidelines in this handbook.  In return, we the directors, pledge to provide you with the best possible music program both musically and academically.  

Musically yours,

Sheryl A. Kaptur, Director of Bands

Jessica Fiedorowicz, Director of Orchestras

Kelly M. Willard, Director of Choirs

INTRODUCTION

South Haven Music Department Mission Statement


Our mission is to implement an excellent, comprehensive music education program that promotes life long learning and effectively meets the diverse needs, abilities and interests of all South Haven Public school students.

Vision Statement

The South Haven Public Schools Music Program will be an exemplary, comprehensive program as measured by the highest state and national standards for public school music programs as a result of:

1. The existence of representative and extensive student and staff participation in an active, meaningful, successful and satisfying music program.

2. The realization of successful achievement by all students and groups in relation to the standards and benchmarks of an effective curriculum.

3. The existence of a positive perception of the music program by the school board, administrators, staff, students, parents, and the community.

Philosophy

The role of education is to prepare students to live positive, satisfying lives as productive members of society.  Music is a universal language that plays a vital role in the development and enhancement of every civilization.  Music is a basic, fundamental part of an effective, high-quality educational program and enhances life-long learning. 


Music is important in and of itself.  Music aptitude is one of the natural human intelligences and is a satisfying mode of experience and self-expression.  It cultivates synthesis, reasoning, intuition, emotion, imagination, and dexterity into unique forms of expression.


Music is used to achieve other purposes.  The study of music provides insights into the human experience, past and present.  

Participation in music develops the brain for higher levels of thinking, fosters creativity and problem-solving skills, thereby enhancing achievement in other disciplines.  Positive self-esteem, collaborative spirit, self-discipline, motivation and perseverance are developed through participation in music.  Music brings excitement and exhilaration to the learning process, motivating children to learn.


The study of music involves more than the acquisition f knowledge, attitudes, and skills.  It gives one the ability to transcend the rudiments of all disciplines and find meaning in beauty and the expression of ideas and emotions.

OBJECTIVES

· To provide each student with a workable knowledge of music so that he/she might enjoy, understand and participate in the aesthetic experience communicated through music.

· To provide the highest degree of music performance at school or community functions as well as at special events.

· To provide each student with the opportunity of expressing him/herself individually and within a group.

· To help each student develop self and group discipline.

· To instill each student with self-esteem.

· To promote school spirit. 
GENERAL GUIDELINES

Below are some guidelines that, if followed closely, should help you to be the best musician you can be for yourself, your school and your community.

· BE NEAT




*BE RESPECTFUL
· BE ON TIME




*BE MUSICAL
· BE ORGANIZED



*BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE
· BE DEDICATED
· BE WILLING TO WORK
CODE OF CONDUCT

In all cases, the school code of conduct will be followed. The following is an outline of what you can expect 
for classroom disruptions.  


1st Time


Verbal Warning


2nd Time

Time Out; assignment


3rd Time


Office Referral, phone call home


4th Time


Office Referral, conference with parent

GRADING POLICY

Grades will comprise of assignments, including practice cards, quizzes/tests, daily participation, concert attendance.  Categories are weighted and points are given to each type of assignment.  Weights and points are broken down as follows:


CHOIR
40% Responsibility and Class Participation- 5 points per day

Students are expected to come to rehearsal prepared with music, theory books, notebook, assignments, and a pencil.  They are expected to follow all classroom expectations, be prompt, attentive, and hardworking. Behavior and attitude are also taken into account.
35% Concert Performance and Post-Concert Evaluations

Because of the performance aspect of the class, students are required to perform in public concerts. Each performance is mandatory and a concert evaluation will be completed afterward that will reflect upon individual and choir performance expectations. 

Concert Performance: 200 points each

Festival performance: 300 points

Concert Evaluation: 50 points each
15% Conceptual Assignments

Throughout the course, various assignments will be handed out that relate to the topic or song being studied. Many assignments will be given time during class to complete but the remainder of any incomplete assignments will be sent home to be finished and returned by the next class period.
10% Conceptual Assessments

Assessments will cover topics such as aural skills/sight-reading, dictation, history/culture, and vocal health/technique. These will primarily be in-class with advance notice, but never underestimate the power of a pop-quiz! Each semester the lowest assessment score will be dropped and the highest score will replace it.

BAND AND ORCHESTRA

25%                             
Responsibility/Participation – 5 points daily
This is a grade, which results from the daily responsibilities including coming to class prepared with instrument, folder, method books, music and a pencil.  Student must be attentive, working, with all materials, and actively seeking to improve.  This grade also reflects the student’s behavior and attitude.  It also includes promptness and participation at all extra rehearsals and performances, both concert and marching. 

25%


Concert Performance:  200 points each




Festival Performance:  300 points


25%


Written assignments:  (tests, quizzes, workbooks, and worksheets)  points will vary


25%


Practice Cards – 30 points weekly

The practice card is an important communication between home and school.  It shows the students’ work outside of the classroom and represents practice time, not performance level.  Please be as accurate as possible when filling out the card.  Practice cards must be signed by the parent and turned in weekly for credit.  Students are encouraged to practice 30 or more minutes per day.  The criteria will be as follows:  

150 minutes……………………………30 points
120 minutes…………………………....26 points
 90 minutes……………………………..23 points
 60 minutes…………………………..…20 points
 30 minutes……………………………..10 points
Final grades will be based on student point totals divided by the total amount of points possible
for that marking period. (e.g., 850 student points out of 950 total possible points = 0.89, or a B+).

REHEARSAL PROCEDURES AND RULES
· When it is time for class to start, all students must be in the rehearsal room and in their seats.  Students should be ready to warm-up/tune TWO MINUTES after class is scheduled to begin.

· Tardiness will lead to consequences from the school attendance policy.  We expect each student to be on time so that students will be released on time.

· Check the blackboard for the rehearsal order and put your music in order BEFORE rehearsal begins.

· Percussionists should set up and have all necessary equipment, sticks, mallets, etc. ready before each rehearsal begins.  

· Have a sharpened PENCIL (with eraser) on your stand (in your hand for singers) at all times.

· When the director, substitute teacher, or student conductor steps on the podium, all talking stops.  Rehearsal begins at this point.  Your full attention should be given to the conductor.  

· Students will warm-up together.  No playing or singing will be allowed until the director gives the first down beat. 

· No unnecessary talking during rehearsal.

· Students will not be allowed to do other work or reading during rehearsal.

· Know the difference between practice and rehearsal.  Come to rehearsal ready to perform.  PRACTICE AT HOME!!!

· Any disagreements with the director will be discussed after class or after school.

· All rehearsals will be conducted in a professional work atmosphere with emphasis on improvement.  If students are consistently unprepared, it may be necessary to hear individuals play/sing or change chair assignments.  

· Corrections will be made regarding the students’ musical or marching performance.  These are not to be taken personally.  Each individual’s performance affects the performance of the entire group.  It is important for ALL members to do their very best.

· Above all:  RESPECT
ORGANIZATIONS 
SIXTH GRADE CHOIR:  This group consists of sixth grade students who are enrolled in choir as either a semester or year-long course.  Students are strongly encouraged to enroll for the entire year.  Sixth grade students will learn basic vocal technique, music theory, sight-singing skills, and will perform an assortment of quality choral literature.  The sixth grade choir will perform in up to two concerts; the Pre-Festival Concert in February and a Spring Concert in May

SIXTH GRADE BAND AND ORCHESTRA:  This group consists of sixth grade students who can demonstrate the ability to pass and review the Book 1 method book and the “Essentials of Music Theory” Book I Music Theory workbook (or equivalent methods).  By the end of Sixth Grade Band or Orchestra, students must successfully pass final written theory and rhythm exams as well as be able to play their major scales through three sharps and three flats.  Students will also have to play a one octave Concert Bb chromatic scale both up and down by memory before entering the 7th grade band.  Orchestra students will need to play either the G chromatic or C chromatic scale, depending on the instrument.  Students need to demonstrate consistent practice.  The sixth grade band and orchestra will perform in two major concerts, the Winter Concert in February and a Spring concert in April for band and May for orchestra. 
SEVENTH / EIGHTH GRADE CHOIR:  This group consists of seventh and eighth grade students who are enrolled in choir as a year-long course.  Seventh and eighth grade students will continue their study in vocal technique, music theory, sight-singing skills, and will perform an assortment of diverse quality choral literature.  This choir will perform in three major concerts; the Collage Concert, Pre-Festival Concert in February, and a Spring Concert in May.  The choir will also perform at District Choral Festival in March.  Additional performance opportunities (State Honors Choir, Solo & Ensemble) are available to interested students.

SEVENTH / EIGHTH GRADE CONCERT BAND AND ORCHESTRA:  These ensembles consist of seventh and eighth grade students who can demonstrate the ability to pass and review the Books I and II method books and the “Essentials of Music Theory” Book II Theory workbook (or equivalent methods).  A student must be able to play his/her major scales through three sharps and three flats before entering the Concert Bands or Orchestra.  The Concert Band and Orchestra will perform at the District Six Michigan Band and Orchestra Festival, and four or more concerts per year.  The Concert Band will also participate in the Memorial Day and Fourth of July Parades.  Each year, members of this organization must successfully pass both written and playing exams.  The written exams will cover basic fundamentals of music, playing assigned major scales on his/her instrument.  Auditions for chair placement will be held within the first several months of school.
AUDITIONS will consist of the following:

1. Prepared solo or etude
2. Major scales through four sharps and four flats
3. Chromatic scale (full range of the instrument)
4. Sight Reading
CHALLENGES

Students are not required to challenge for a higher chair position in their section.  However, if a student chooses to challenge another chair position, the student sitting in that position cannot refuse.  Students may only challenge one chair position higher at a time.  Each student involved will choose one piece of music to challenge on.  Students will prepare both selections.  Decisions will be made on playing ability alone.  If a tie should occur, sight-reading will be used to determine the result of the challenge.  Both students must sign challenge forms.  The director will assign a time and a day for each challenge.  Students will have approximately one week to prepare for the challenge.  NO challenges will take place one month before any performance.  

The following are positions that are decided by the directors.

PRINCIPAL PLAYERS (Band and Orchestra) – are selected by the directors through auditions according to their playing ability.  They are at all times required to set an example for the rest of their section.  The director reserves the right to reassign chairs at any time.

DRUM MAJORS – the Drum Major’s primary role is to lead and conduct the marching band during parades.  Drum Majors are selected for their musicianship, conducting ability, attitude, work ethic, reliability, helpfulness, and their devotion to the program.  Drum majors are selected by the director, and must audition for the position.

FACILITIES

Rehearsal Room


Music students must take pride in their rehearsal classrooms.  Therefore, please take note of the following:

· Do not bring or consume food, beverages, or gum.  You will be asked to dispose of them if you are seen with them.

· Do not deface any part of the room or items in the room.

· Please treat all items in the room carefully, particularly the music stands:  
they are meant to hold music and nothing else.

· Do not disturb the classroom set-up.

· Please ask permission to use any office or storage area before entering.

· Do not store personal belongings in the classroom.

· Piano and other equipment are off limits unless you are given permission.

Instrument Storage


The instrument storage areas are for instruments only.  Please do not leave any personal belongings in these areas.  We need to keep these areas clean and clutter-free.  Please be on the look out for any suspicious activity around these areas:  we do not want instruments stolen or vandalized.

EQUIPMENT

School-Owned Instruments

· The school owns a limited number of the larger or more expensive instruments.  These instruments will be available to students who elect to switch to one of these:  tenor and baritone saxophone, bass clarinet, French horn, baritone, tuba, bassoon, string bass, cello and marching percussion and mellophones.
· School-owned instruments may ONLY be used for school functions and ensembles.
· Instruments will be selected / assigned by seniority in the music program in the event that there are more students than instruments.  Other than this, instruments will be distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
· Students will buy their own sticks, mallets, reeds ligatures, cork grease, oil, mouthpieces and other expendables.  Each student/parent who signs out an instrument is responsible for paying for any damage or repairs that are not deemed “normal wear and tear” by the director.  An Instrument Maintenance Agreement will be completed for each instrument being borrowed.
· It is every student’s responsibility to show respect and care for all equipment.  This includes music, folders, uniforms, instruments, etc.  NO students will be allowed to play on ANY instrument that does not belong to him/her.  ! ONLY PERCUSSIONISTS ARE ALLOWED TO USE THE PERCUSSION EQUIPMENT !
MUSIC
Students will be assigned music folders.  These folders are issued to help protect the music and books from excessive wear.  It will be each student’s responsibility to take care of the music and folio.  Lost or damaged music or books will be charged to the student.  

· Sheet music - $4.00

· Books - $10.00

· Concert Folders - $15.00

ALL music must be present at EVERY rehearsal and performance.  DO NOT remove any individual piece from the folio to take home.  The entire folder should be taken home so as to protect the music.  Do not store the music folder in your school locker or your instrument case.  When marking your music, use only PENCIL.  A pencil should be kept in your folder at all times.  

CLASSROOM MATERIALS
Students are expected to have the following materials with them in class every day.
· Music and music folder

· Method/warm-up books (band and orchestra)

· Sight-singing book

· Theory book

· Instrument (band and orchestra)

· PENCIL
REPAIRS AND SUPPLIES
A music store representative from Marshall Music will call on us weekly to take care of individual repairs.  Minor repairs normally take one week.  Parents will be billed for the repair.  No instruments will be sent in without parental consent.  Reeds, valve oil, slide grease, etc. may be purchased before or after school in the Main Office. 

UNIFORMS
When members of the South Haven Music Department are in uniform, they are ambassadors for the school and community.  At no time shall any student appear in public in anything but full uniform dress at every public performance.  A uniform’s purpose is not to glorify the look of the individual wearing it, but rather the look of the whole ensemble.  Uniforms make us look professional and encourage the listener to hear the sounds on which we have worked, see our facial expression, and not notice who has the “coolest shoes or jewelry.”  Students will not be allowed to participate in a performance if they choose to dress in attire that draws attention to themselves as individuals within the performing ensemble.  (i.e. tattoos, chains, jewelry, body piercings, unnatural hair color, etc.)  We are very fortunate that our school district provides uniforms for our musical ensembles.  Please read through the following guidelines carefully.  Let us continue building our reputation as a professional looking, acting, and sounding group.  

SEVENTH/EIGHTH GRADE ENSEMBLES
Each student will be issued a school-owned uniform, outlined in the latter half of this handbook.  Students will be responsible for the care and maintenance of the uniform.  
Ladies of Choir and Orchestra:  All ladies in the choir and orchestra programs must provide their own hosiery (skin color) and black dress shoes.  Shoes MUST BE CLOSED-TOE!  Sandals, flip-flops, tennis shoes, boots and other non-dress shoes are not appropriate.  

All Men and Ladies of Band:  All men in band, orchestra and choir plus the ladies of band must provide their own black dress socks and black dress shoes.  ONLY ALL BLACK SHOES AND SOCKS ARE TO BE WORN!!!  Tennis shoes, sandals, boots and other non-dress shoes are not appropriate.  

JEWELRY:  Only stud earrings – no hoops or dangly earrings and small rings (non-flashy).  They can flash and distract the audience.  Absolutely no necklaces, bracelets, or watches.
HAIR: Please pull hair up and off of your face – your face is a vehicle of expression.  Use only brown or black barrettes or hair bands – nothing shiny or flashy.
Choir and Instrumental Boosters will gladly help defray the cost of your outfit if you are having financial difficulties.  
Please contact your director if you need assistance.
ALL STUDENTS:
THE GOAL OF A UNIFIED LOOK IS TO PROFESSIONALLY REPRESENT THE BASELINE MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT AS A WHOLE.  EACH MEMBER’S INDIVIDUALITY IS RESPECTED ON A DAILY BASIS, BUT ANYTHING THAT DISTRACTS FROM THE MUSICAL PROCESS THAT ALL STUDENTS HAVE BEEN WORKING TOWARD IS A UNIFORM INFRACTION.  IF SPARKLY BUTTERFLY CLIPS, GREEN HAIR, OR SPIKE NECKLACES PROVIDE A MEANS OF EXPRESSION FOR A STUDENT, THE DIRECTOR WILL NEVER DISCOURAGE THIS EXPRESSION IN THE CLASSROOM.  BUT, AT PERFORMANCE, UNIFORM INFRACTIONS WILL RESULT IN GRADE REDUCTIONS OR THE INABILITY TO PERFORM.  JUST AS WE WOULD NOT ALLOW ONE STUDENT’S BEHAVIOR TO NEGATIVELY AFFECT A WHOLE GROUP, WE WILL NOT ALLOW THE RULE-BREAKING OF ONE STUDENT TO AFFECT THE FESTIVAL RATING, PERFORMANCE LOOK, AND PROFESSIONALISM OF A WHOLE ENSEMBLE.  THE DIRECTOR HAS FINAL DISCRETION IN THIS MATTER.

IN UNIFORM MEANS IN UNIFORM: When we are in public, we are a walking advertisement for the BMS Music Department.  No un-tucked shirts, shirts over dresses, etc.  Show pride in your group!

ALL SIXTH GRADE 
We do not have a required uniform for the fifth and sixth grade instrumental students.  We simply ask that students dress as nicely as possible (church clothes).  We do not want you to have to go out and buy new clothes for their concerts, but ask that if possible students not wear jeans or tennis shoes.  This is a very special occasion, for which students have worked extremely hard.  We want them to dress up and really look sharp! 
 MARCHING UNIFORM  
The marching uniform for the Memorial Day Parade will consist of the tuxedo pants, shirt (open collar), cummerbund and ALL BLACK SHOES and SOCKS.  The marching uniform for the Fourth of July Parade will consist of black or navy colored shorts and a T-shirt that has been designed for our band students.  Each individual is responsible for purchasing his or her own shirt for approximately $14.00.  Mrs. Kaptur will take sizes and order these in May.  White socks and any color tennis shoes may be worn for this parade (no sandals, clogs or flip-flops).
UNIFORMS AND CONCERT GRADE

Proper adherence to uniform guidelines is part of the concert grade for all musical ensembles at Baseline Middle School.  
REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE 

PERFORMANCES

Band, orchestra, and choir are ensembles that are part of a group of performing arts.  It is essential that our ensembles perform public concerts.  All concert performances are MANDATORY.  Concerts are the culmination of the hard work we have done during in-class rehearsal and at-home practice and are the opportunity to show the community what we have accomplished.  Because each ensemble is a team that relies on all of its musicians, it is extremely important that all students participate in each performance.  Failure to participate in a concert does not just disappoint the audience and director, but it also alienates other members of the ensemble who must “pick up the slack” left by irresponsible students.  An unexcused absence from a performance will result in the marking period grade being lowered by two letter grades!     A schedule is provided to you – PLAN AHEAD!

Occasionally you may have another school-related event that conflicts with a performance.  Please let your director know immediately if a conflict should arise so that it can be addressed.  DO NOT wait until the week or day of the performance.  This is not the way to develop a good working relationship!  Little league practices and games, babysitting, your birthday, and “I couldn’t get a ride” are all examples of unexcused absences.  

Excused absences include extreme illness, hospitalization, or a death in the family.  If any of these are the case, please submit a written excuse from the parent to the director when you return to school.  In the case of an excused absence, a make-up assignment will be given and must be completed by the date specified by your director.  Unexcused absences cannot be made up.  The marking period grade will be lowered.  

    A student who is absent the day of the concert, but is feeling better by the end of the day must contact the director for permission to participate in the concert that evening.  If the student fails to do so and is found to have participated in another activity, the student will receive a “0” for the concert grade.
REHEARSALS

Attendance is essential at ALL extra rehearsals!  After school sectionals, evening rehearsals, etc. will be kept to a minimum.  If a student has a conflict and cannot attend, the director must be notified two weeks BEFORE the scheduled rehearsal.  The director must receive a note signed and dated from the parent explaining the reason for the absence.  Please include a phone number or email for contact information.  Non-emergency doctor/dentist visits are not acceptable excuse as the music calendar is provided will enough in advance to adjust schedules.  Notification of a non-emergency absence that is delivered just a few days before a performance is not likely to result in being excused.  An unexcused absence from a rehearsal will result in the marking period grade being lowered by one letter grade.  Unexcused absences to extra rehearsals cannot be made up.

CONCERT ETIQUETTE

As audience members, your part in the concert is almost as important as the talented students on stage.  Your responses will make a difference to the performers and to the other audience members as well.  The music department of SHPS has a goal to educate the public as well as its own music students.  With this in mind, we have outlined what are considered universal appropriate concert etiquette guidelines for audience members at musical performances. Please take these guidelines in the spirit they are given and it will increase everyone’s enjoyment of the concert.  Our students participate in many different activities.  What may be appropriate at an athletic event may not be appropriate at a concert.  Thank you for helping us to uphold the fine standard of performance excellence that has become our tradition here at South Haven Public Schools.   

1.  Absolutely no food or beverages allowed in the auditorium.

2. Turn off all pagers, cell phones and electrical devices before entering the auditorium.

3. When the conductor enters, it is customary to applaud politely.

4.  Be on time.  If you are late, enter the auditorium during the audience applause between selections.  Find a seat in the back of the auditorium to avoid any distractions.

5. If there is an emergency and you must leave, wait until the conclusion of the piece, then exit quickly and quietly during the applause.

6.  Remain seated and quiet during the entire performance.  Avoid any noise that could interrupt the concentration of both the performers and listeners. (i.e. whispering, wrappers, etc.)

7. Please show appreciation of the performance through clapping rather than whistling or cheering.  Remain silent between movements of a song.  Watch the conductor when the music stops as a cue to begin applause.  

8. Please do not use flash photography during the performance.  You may do so in between selections.  If you are videotaping, please record from one location in the back of the auditorium.

9. Do not leave as soon as your child is done performing.  All of the students in each performing ensemble deserve a full audience for their performance.

10. Parents of young children are asked to sit near an exit door so they may leave quickly if their children becomes restless or noisy. 
TRAVEL 

Students of the Baseline Middle School music program will have the opportunity to travel for various events throughout the school year.  Some of these will be full ensemble events and some will be small ensemble and individual events.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner and follow school and classroom expectations.  Failure to do so will not only result in a lowered grade and disciplinary action, but will also prevent that student from participating in future travel events with the ensemble.  

When in a public place, you are an advertisement for not only the Baseline Middle School Music Department but of Baseline Middle School, South Haven Public Schools and the city of South Haven.  Show pride in your school, your group and yourself!!!
BUS ETTIQUETTE

· ALL bus rules must be followed (without grumbling and complaining).

· Please show respect for your bus driver and chaperones. 

· We are privileged to have bus transportation provided for us.  Please do not do anything foolish that could take this privilege away from us.  THINK before you ACT.
PARENTS
Up until this point every section has been devoted strictly to the students and their responsibilities.  Parents are one of the most important factors in a student’s growth since you have the most direct influence and contact.  Below are some suggestions that may help you as parents to provide a helping hand for your young musicians.  

AT HOME

· Show an interest in your child’s music study.  Encourage them even when the going gets tough (for both of you!).

· Encourage him/her to practice.  THIS IS HOMEWORK and is not an “extra” to be completed only if homework from other classes is completed.  Be sure the practice card (band and orchestra) is accurate and that it includes your weekly signature.  

· Provide a comfortable place to practice without distractions.

· Teach him/her to be prompt for rehearsals, performances, and lessons.

· Encourage your child to play/sing for other people or groups.

· Listen to him/her play/sing and to the problems they may have.

AT SCHOOL

· Know all of your son/daughter’s musical activities and make it a point to attend as many as possible.

· Notify the director ahead of time if your child will be tardy or absent from any activity and explain why.

· Be an active volunteer by attending Booster meetings, chaperoning, etc. and staying informed.

ADDITIONAL MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES

Solo and Ensemble Festivals


All students are encouraged to perform at District Solo & Ensemble.  This is a great opportunity for students to improve their individual playing/singing, as well as learn to operate within a small group framework.  Please consult the calendar for dates.

MSBOA ALL-STATE BAND/ALL-STATE ORCHESTRA

All Band and Orchestra students are encouraged to audition for the All-State Band or All-State Orchestra, respectively.  Interested students must inform Mrs. Kaptur or Mrs. Fiedorowicz within the first two weeks of the school year to receive audition music in time to prepare.  






AUDITION






Fee:  $10 per student






Fee due:  September 27





Date and Place:  Saturday, Oct. 30 and 31





Stevensville, Lakeshore Middle School – Exact Times TBA

IF ACCEPTED into the ensemble, there is a registration fee of $80.00 which may be covered by Boosters.  In addition, students must make own transportation arrangements and accommodation arrangements in Grand Rapids.  Rehearsals are on THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 and FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 at DeVos Conference Center in Grand Rapids, MI.  The performance is on SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 in DeVos Hall.  
MSVMA STATE HONORS CHOIR
All choir students are strongly encouraged to participate in the MSVMA honors choir opportunity.  Interested students must inform their director during the first week of school.  Students will be chosen by their director based on vocal tone quality, pitch retention, voice projection, and independent singing ability as shown in class.  If chosen by a judge to participate in the State Honors Choir, you must travel on four Saturdays throughout November and January.  Transportation to Honors Choir activities is the responsibility of the students and their parents.  Please see the information in the handbook about Honors Choir rehearsals. The following is information about the MSVMA State Honors Choir program for students who are interested.  Please note that attendance is required for all rehearsals and performances for students participating in the State Honors Choir Program. 

AUDITION
Audition Fee is $14 for each student.  

Fees must be paid to your director by September 17, 2010.

Saturday, October 23 – Honors Choir Auditions
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

October 28  6:00 pm – a brief mandatory meeting for students AND THEIR PARENTS who win positions in the State Honors Choir – BMS Choir Room

REHEARSALS

Saturday, November 6 – All day 

Saturday, November 20 – All day 

Saturday, January 8 – All day 
CONCERT

Saturday, January 22, 2011 – All day – Grand Rapids TRANSPORTATION TO ALL HONORS CHOIR ACTIVITIES IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS!

All students are strongly encouraged to audition for and participate in All-State ensembles. 
 Please consult Band, Orchestra, and Choir sections in this handbook for additional details.

Summer Music Camps


Attendance at any one of these camps can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  Information will be made available throughout the year.  Here is a list of some camps:

· Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp (Band, Orchestra and Choir)

· Dogwood Fine Arts Middle School Choir Camp (Choir)

· ASTA Elementary Camp (4 – 6, strings only)

· ASTA Junior High Camp (6 -9, strings only)

Lake Michigan Youth Orchestra
This regional youth orchestra is comprised of students in the Southwest Michigan Area.  Auditions for placement in the youth orchestra are held within the first month of the school year.  Junior Prep Strings and Prep Strings programs are available for middle school students without audition.  Information will be issued regarding requirements, fees, and audition specifics.  Rehearsals begin in October in St. Joseph, MI.  Band students, keep this in mind for high school as an orchestra is comprised of strings, winds, brass and percussion!

DISTRICT VI INVITATIONAL CHOIR (FALL):  

The District VI Invitational Choir consists of middle school students from around southwest Michigan performing together after a day of rehearsal.  10 students from Baseline Middle School will be chosen by their director to represent their school at the invitational.  Students chosen for this will be expected to attend weekly rehearsals after school and practice on their own to prepare for the invitational.

LESSONS
We encourage ALL students to take private lessons.  Private lessons aid the student by providing individual help for your child’s specific needs that may not be possible during regular rehearsals or sectionals.  If you are interested in private lessons for your child, ask your director to recommend some qualified instructors.  A list of instructors will be made available at the beginning of the school year.  
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Each year students will have the opportunity to apply for scholarship money offered to various music camps in Michigan.  The Instrumental Boosters Organization will administer partial funding.  The Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp also comes to the school every fall to audition students for scholarships to their music camp.
AWARDS 
Each year the “Director’s Award” will be presented to an outstanding band, choir and orchestra student.  Students considered for this award must demonstrate the following qualities:  

1. Must be in eighth grade

2. Shows leadership and responsibility

3. Is active not only in your performing ensemble, but other musical activities within the school and community

4. Is studying private lessons to further individual musicianship

5. Must be an outstanding musician
CALENDARS

The following lists of dates and times are presently scheduled.  As with any schedule, dates are subject to change and other events may be added.  You will be notified in writing well in advance of any changes and/or additions to the schedule.  Please remember that each student is required to attend all concerts in their entirety.  This is a big part of each student’s grade and is important to the success of the music program!  Event dates are planned well in advance so each student can make plans to attend.  Thank you for your concern, understanding, cooperation, and support.  Separate calendars are provided for band, choir and orchestra.  

TO BE ON TIME is to BE THERE EARLY!
ORCHESTRA CALENDAR

2010 – 2011

SEPTEMBER


17

MSBOA Middle-level Clinic Money Due 

  OCTOBER

                15

Combined Rehearsal – 2nd and 3rd hours 

   23 


MSBOA Middle-level Clinic (7, 8)  – ALL DAY; South Haven High School


30&31

All-State Orchestra Auditions (7, 8); TBA; Stevensville Lakeshore Middle School

NOVEMBER



4

Combined Rehearsal – 2nd and 3rd hours
DECEMBER

                  
2

Combined Rehearsal – 2nd and 3rd hours

          4


Middle School Solo and Ensemble; TBA; Southwest Michigan College, Dowagiac

          

15

Collage Tech. Rehearsal (7 – 12) ; 7 – 8:30PM; Listiak Auditorium


      
16

Collage Concert; 6:30PM and 8:00PM; Listiak Auditorium

JANUARY


      20- 22

Michigan Music Conference; All-State Orchestra Rehearsals and Performance; 
                                 

Grand Rapids, MI
FEBRUARY


17

Combined Rehearsal, 2nd and 3rd hours – Orchestra Room






Winter Concert (all grades); 7:30PM – Listiak Auditorium
MARCH

             

7–11

MSBOA Band and Orchestra Festival – Dates and Time TBA; LMC Mendel Center
MAY               10     

Combined Rehearsal – 2nd and 3rd hoursSpring Concert (all grades) – 7:30PM 
             

 Listiak Auditorium

CHOIR CALENDAR

2010-2011

SEPTEMBER


7
First Day of School

17
Choir Contracts Due

17
MSVMA Honors Choir Audition Forms/Fees Due

OCTOBER

23
MSVMA Honors Choir Auditions 


28 
Honor’s Choir Meeting for Selected Participants and Parents, 6pm

29
Fall High School Choir Concert 7:30 pm (Extra Credit)

NOVEMBER


2
MSMVA District 6 MS Invitational (students chosen by director)


6
MSVMA State Honors Choir Rehearsal 




*All Fees/Forms Deadline


8
District 6 MS Vocal Workshop


20
MSVMA State Honors Choir Rehearsal 

DECEMBER


10-11
HS Madrigal Dinner- Baseline MS (Extra Credit)

15
Collage Concert Rehearsal 7:00-8:30 pm Listiak Auditorium 

16
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-3rd hours – BMS Choir Room

16
Collage Concerts - Listiak Auditorium 6:30 pm & 8:00 pm 

JANUARY


8
MSVMA State Honors Choir Rehearsal 


14
Solo & Ensemble Registration Forms/Fees Due

22
MSVMA State Honors Choir Performance – Grand Rapids

FEBRUARY

14
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-3rd hours – BMS Choir Room

15
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-4th hours – Listiak Auditorium 

15
Pre-Festival Choir Concert 7:30 pm Listiak Auditorium 

28
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd -3rd hours – BMS Choir Room 

MARCH

1 District Choral Festival TBA 
APRIL

22
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-3rd hours – BMS Choir Room 

23
District Solo & Ensemble 

30
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-3rd hours – BMS Choir Room

MAY
 

5
Combined Choir Rehearsal 2nd-4th hours – Listiak Auditorium (grades 7 & 8)
5
Choir Rehearsal 6th hr – Listiak Auditorium (grade 6)

5
Spring Concert 7:30 pm Listiak Auditorium 

6
State Choral Festival TBA 

26
HS Choir Concert 7pm (extra credit)

JUNE
 

7
8th Grade Promotion
BAND CALENDAR

2010-2011

OCTOBER

7
Combined Band Rehearsal   (grades 7, 8)  2nd- 3rd hours -  BMS Band Room 


30, 31
All-State Band Auditions  (grades 7,8)  TBA    Lakeshore Jr. High School, Stevensville   
NOVEMBER


11
Combined Band Rehearsal  (grades 7, 8)  2nd- 3rd hours -  BMS Band Room
DECEMBER

2 Combined Band Rehearsal (grades 7, 8) 2nd- 3rd hours  -  BMS Band Room
4   
Solo & Ensemble Festival  (grades 7, 8)  TBA -  Southwestern Michigan College, Dowagiac

15
Collage Concert Tech Rehearsal (grades 7-12)  7:00-8:30 pm  -  Listiak Auditorium 

16
Collage Dress Rehearsal (grades 7-12)  7:45-10:30 a..m. -  Listiak Auditorium
16
COLLAGE CONCERTS – (grades 7-12)  6:30 pm & 8:00 pm  - Listiak Auditorium
JANUARY


27
Combined Band Rehearsal  (grades 7, 8) 2nd- 3rd hours  -  BMS Band Room
FEBRUARY

17
Combined Band Rehearsal  (grades 7, 8)  2nd-3rd hours – Listiak Auditorium
17
Band Rehearsal (grade 6)  6th hour – Listiak Auditorium
17 
WINTER CONCERT  (grades 6, 7, 8)    7:30 p.m.  -  Listiak Auditorium 

MARCH

7-11 
District Band Festival  (grades 7, 8) TBA   - Mendel Center, Lake Michigan College, Benton Harbor
APRIL

16
Solo & Ensemble Festival  (grades 7, 8)   TBA  - Southwestern Michigan College, Dowagiac
MAY
 

2
Combined Band Rehearsal  (grades 7, 8)   2nd-3rd hours – Listiak Auditorium 
2
SPRING CONCERT  (grades 7-12)  7:30 p.m. – Listiak Auditorium
12
Band Rehearsal (grade 6)  6th hour – Listiak Auditorium
12
SPRING CONCERT (grades 5, 6)  7:30 pm Listiak Auditorium 
27
Combined Marching Rehearsal (grades 7, 8)  2nd-3rd hours – Streets of SH

30
MEMORIAL DAY PARADE – (grades 7, 8)  9:00 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.  Central to Baily Street
JULY 

1 Marching Practice and Picnic (grades 7, 8)  10 a.m.- noon  - LC Mohr HS

4
4th OF JULY PARADE  (grades 7, 8)   10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – LC Mohr HS

FOR ALL STUDENTS:

The documents on the following pages are:
· A Medical Release Form for when we go off campus for any performance (such as festival and invitational choir) or rehearsal at a performance site.
· A Choir / Instrumental Parent Volunteer Form
· The Music Ensemble Contract
These forms are due Friday, September 17, 2010.  Students will receive 50 points each for the ON TIME return of these forms.  Please read carefully, fill out the forms completely, and return on or before September 17.  Thanks for your help!
BASELINE MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

CONSENT FORM – MEDICAL RELEASE

(due on Friday, September 17, 2010)

Baseline Middle School Music Department

Baseline Middle School

7357 Baseline Rd

South Haven, MI 49090

I give _____________________________________ permission to travel by school transportation to various music events such as concerts and rehearsals off-campus.

Child’s Name __________________________
Father’s Name________________________

Date of Birth _______________ Age _______
Work Phone __________________________

Address_______________________________
Home Phone _________________________

City______________State____ZIP_​​​________
Mother’s Name________________________

Phone________________________________
Work Phone__________________________







            Home Phone _________________________

In the event that a parent/guardian cannot be reached, please contact the following person:

Name________________________________________     Phone__________________________

Relationship_______________________________________________
Child’s Physician ___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
City ______________________    State________    Zip ____________

Emergency Phone__________________________________________

Allergies, Medications, etc:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Insurance Carrier and Policy Number _________________________________________

Authorization:

I hereby authorize the medical treatment of my minor child:

In the event I cannot be reached in a situation that demands immediate medical attention, I also authorize an adult representative of Baseline Middle School to act on my behalf.
Signature:_______________________________________
Date:___________________

(parent, legal guardian, or parent with custody)

 BASELINE MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
PARENT VOLUNTEERS FORM – Involved Partners 

(due on Friday, September 17, 2010)

Dear Parent/Guardians,

Parents of the Baseline Middle School Music Programs help to facilitate the numerous events scheduled throughout the school year.  Because much of what we do takes place during evening and weekend hours, we depend on parental support and help to be successful.  The more help and support we receive from our music parents, the more exciting and fun activities we can participate in.  

As a music parent, you can assist with such things as chaperoning, field trips, uniforms, or fundraising.  

Each student must return a form, however you are not obligated to volunteer.  Thank you for your consideration.  Parental support is at the heart of every successful program.

Parent/Guardian Name:________________________________   Phone _________________ Email__________________

Best time to reach you: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name _____________________________________           Grade:_____________
          Hour:__________

Please check your availability and interest:

_____  audio / visual assistance at performances (taping, recording)
_____  photography

_____  newsletter (layout, typing)

_____  programs (designing, typing)
_____  ushering at performances  

_____  chaperoning (field trips, festivals, invitationals, concerts)

_____  uniforms (distribution, tailoring)

_____  fundraising (planning, assisting with)
_____  baked goods (trips, activities, receptions)

_____  assistance in set up for performances (chairs, stands, equipment, risers, etc.)

_____ other  ______________________________________________________

_____   I am not available to help at this time

 BASELINE MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

 HANDBOOK CONTRACT
(due on Friday, September 17, 2010)

STUDENT AGREEMENT:

I have received and read this handbook and understand the contents.  I also understand the dedication, 

determination and discipline involved in being a member of the South Haven Music Program.  I agree to 
participate in the band/choir/orchestra (circle your group or groups) program as explained and meet the 
rehearsal and performance obligations listed on the calendar of required events that I have received.

_______________________________         ______________________________     _______________________

              Print Student Name                                             Student Signature                                    Date

PARENT AGREEMENT:

I have received and read through this handbook, discussing the procedures and guidelines with my
son/daughter.  As a parent with a child in the music program, I pledge my support to the music program
and to the procedures, regulations, and information in this handbook.  I will help my child meet the
rehearsal and performance obligations listed on the calendar of required events we have received.

________________________________           ______________________________     _____________________

           Print Parent/Guardian Name                              Parent/Guardian Signature                           Date

[image: image1.png]



1
3

