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BMS Choir Syllabus

Kelly Willard, Director (269) 637-0530, ext: 2527

E-mail: kwillard@shps.org

BMS Choirs website: http://www.voicesofbaseline.weebly.com

GRADES:  Choir is not an easy A.  Grades are earned based on:

· The contribution you make to the success of the group (which includes attitude and behavior)
· Class and concert attendance 
· Vocal progress (posture, proper breathing, singing with energy, articulation, etc…)
· Progress in learning about music and in the ability to read music

Concerts  25%:  Attend all performances and apply all that is learned in class.
· Because of the performance aspect of the class, students are required to perform in public concerts. Each performance is mandatory and a concert evaluation will be completed afterward that will reflect upon individual and choir performance expectations. 
· IMPORTANT:  Please see the concert attendance policy for details.
· A student who misses more than two weeks of school during a single marking period may not perform in the concert without approval from Miss Willard.  
Concert Performance: 200 points each

Festival performance: 300 points

Concert Evaluation: 50 points each


Rehearsal  50%:  Apply what is taught during rehearsal.  



Choir is a “performance” based class.  There is NO WAY to learn to sing “choral music” by yourself. It would be the same as learning to play football alone in the yard.  Thus:

· Students are given 5 points each day for attending and participating in class. 
*See participation point breakdown and grade sheet*

Students who are absent receive a zero for the day because they did not attend or participate in rehearsal.  Students may make up points for absences that are excused.
ALL music must be present at EVERY rehearsal.  Do not remove any individual piece from the folder to take home because it can be easily lost. The entire folder should be taken home so as to protect the music. When marking your music, use only PENCIL.  A pencil should be kept in your folder at all times. Any student who fails to bring music and a pencil to class will receive a zero participation grade for the day. These points cannot be made up with make-up assignments.
Points will be taken away if a student fails to show the following:

· Being on time and prepared for class with pencil, music, etc. 
· Being an enthusiastic and contributing member of the ensemble.
· Demonstrating proper vocal technique as learned in class
· Talking only when it is appropriate and helpful.
· A willingness to cooperate in every way your talent permits.
· Treating others with respect and dignity

Written Work  15%:  All assignments are done in class.  

· Students are expected to mark their music as instructed by Miss Willard (pencil only)
· Throughout the course, various assignments will be handed out that relate to the topic or song being studied. 
· Students who fail to utilize class time to complete assignments will be expected to complete them as homework

Assessments  10%:  

· Assessments will cover topics such as aural skills/sight-reading, dictation, history/culture, song preparation, and vocal health/technique. 
CONCERT ATTENDANCE POLICY: A concert is a TEST in which a student must demonstrate what has been learned in class.  Whether excused or unexcused a two-letter grade reduction for the marking period will be applied because the student failed to take the marking period test.  If an absence qualifies as 'excused' (see below for details) a student has the ability to make up the points for a missed concert.  Students may NOT make up points for an 'unexcused' absence. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES:  

· Pre-Approved Absence, READ CAREFULLY: Notice of a concert absence should be submitted in writing for approval to Miss Willard no later than one week prior to the concert.  Failure to follow this will automatically cause an absence to be marked as unexcused.  
· Illness or Emergency Absence, READ CAREFULLY: If an emergency arises the day of the concert, a parent must call (269) 637-0530, ext: 2527 and leave a message explaining the absence no later than 1 hour prior to the performance. Emergency situations are exceptions and are considered at the discretion of the director. If the absence is due to a medical issue a doctor’s note is required.
· Emergency Absences:  If due to the nature of the emergency your parent is unable to call Miss Willard’s voice mail prior to the concert, a written note explaining the reason for the absence with a parent’s signature should be turned into Miss Willard within 2 days of the concert for review. 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES:

· Unexcused absences include, but are not limited to: 
· Not having appropriate concert attire. Contact Miss Willard if you are having problems.
· Not having a ride to school.  Students should make plans to get a ride from a friend or relative. Emergencies will be considered on an individual basis by Miss Willard
· A cold or sore throat is NOT a reason to miss a concert
· If a student is well enough to attend school the day of the concert, it is expected that they are     well enough to participate in the concert.
MAKEUP WORK:
· Only EXCUSED absences can be made up. 
· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain a “concert makeup” worksheet or “Class makeup” assignment.
· Makeup worksheets are available on the choir website and in the choir room.
· Make up work must be turned in no later than one week following the missed concert or class.
· Extra credit does not apply to a missed concert or class.
Required Performances 

	Event
	Date
	Time
	Grades Involved

	Collage Concert
	Thursday 12/20/2012
	Listiak Auditorium        6:30pm & 8:00pm Concert
	7th and 8th grade only


      Listiak Auditorium

	      7:30 pm Concert
	6th, 7th, and 8th grade


TBA


	7th and 8th grade only


    Listiak Auditorium

	     7:30 pm Concert
	6th, 7th, and 8th grade



